CHINESE AGGRESSION AND INNER-PARTY CONTROVERSIES       127

night. We never felt that the man who talked so openly with us on
so many topics without assuming any sort of "pose," was a veteran
leader, famed all over India. His conversation in regard to matters
that he did not know about was spiced with such expressions as
"Why is it like that?"; "I don't know about it"; "What does it
mean?"; "What do you think?"; and "Perhaps what I say is
wrong." At that first meeting itself I was impressed by Kamaraj's
broadmindedness and self-restraint.

Two points of view prevailed among Communists on how the
party should respond to the Chinese aggression. The official policy
of the party, however, was one of condemnation of Chinese
aggression and support for the Indian government. Since I fully
supported the official view, I threw myself energetically into party
work.
The existence of differences among Communists became known
to such an extent that people could even speak of some leaders as
"supporters of China" and others as. "opponents of China." The
party's line was that no Communist should go into hiding. The line
was part of the party's effort to combat the government's course of
arresting and jailing Communists whom it regarded as supporters of
China. In earlier instances of repression, the government used to
arrest all Communists it could lay its hands on, or all leaders and
front-ranking elements in the party. On this occasion, however, the
government had used some yardstick of its own and arrested only
some Communists. We wanted to prove to the government that
it was wrong to suspect some members of the party; we sought to
demonstrate that all Communists were loyal to the party's decisions.
In our propaganda, our public speeches, and our talks with a leader
like Kamaraj we called on the government to frame charges against
individual Communists whom it considered pro-Chinese, bring them
to trial, and prove the charges against them, if it could. It was in such
a situation that comrade P. Ramamurthi chose to "disappear."1
The party was thus placed in a very embarrassing position.
Comrade Jeevanandam who was a "member of the provincial
committee executive, and was also in charge of Janasakthi, issued
a signed statement on behalf of the party in that paper* The statement
declared that comrade Ramamurthi's "disappearance" was a viola-